CADIZ WATER COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Newberry Community Services District Date: March 17, 2026 Time: 6:00 P.M. Location: Newberry Community Center, 30884 Newberry Road, Newberry Springs, CA 

1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:13 p.m. by Director Robert Springer. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by those present.
2. ROLL CALL 
	Present
	Absent

	Director Robert Springer
	Director Mike Matson

	Rose Beardshear
	Karen Gray

	Brad Forshner
	Matt Adams

	Ted Stimpfel
	

	Paul Deel
	

	Robert Shaw
	


3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
· Motion: To approve the Draft Minutes of the February 17, 2026, meeting. 
· Moved by: Robert Shaw
· Seconded by: Rose Beardshear
· Vote: 4 Yes / 2 No. Motion Carried.
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
· There were no public comments and no members of the public were present.
5. AGENDA ITEMS 
A. Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between NCSD and Fenner Gap (Cadiz Water Project) 
· Background: Director Springer explained that the draft MOU proposed by Cadiz was reviewed by the Board on February 24, 2026. The Board requested a more concise version and legal review. District Counsel advised the CSD to define the desired terms first, after which the attorney would provide the formal legal language.
· Draft Revisions: Director Springer presented a shortened draft. Rose Beardshear presented an edited version of that draft received from Cathryn Rivera (Cadiz), which had been forwarded to General Manager Vanek, Director Springer, and Paula Deel prior to the meeting.
· Committee Discussion:
· Water Sources: Paul Deel questioned the "One Water Source" concept, noting it differed from the original Fenner Gap proposal. He cited underground studies showing five water sources in Newberry Springs and read a statement from the State Water Resources Control Board regarding technical orders for drinking water systems.
· Grant Support: Rose Beardshear clarified with Cathryn Rivera via phone that her comments on Item #2 were intended to expand the definition of grant writing support. The committee agreed to omit this expansion from the draft.
· Technical Details: Robert Shaw emphasized the importance of Section #2 and shared information regarding the Mojave Water Agency. Ted Stimpfel expressed opposition to the project.
· Procedural Clarification: Paul Deel consulted Board President Paula Deel regarding next steps. It was confirmed that the draft MOU must return to the Board for final approval before being sent to the District's attorney.
· Action: Motion to accept the Cadiz-edited version of the MOU, incorporating Catherine Rivera’s comments on Item #1 as an asterisked footnote to explain water sources.
· Moved by: Robert Shaw
· Seconded by: [Noted as unconfirmed in records]
· Vote: 5 Yes / 1 No. Motion Carried.
6. NEXT MEETING 
· The date and time for the next meeting are set for April 21, 2026 at 6 p.m.
7. ADJOURNMENT 
· The meeting was adjourned at 7:31 p.m.

