Cadiz Water Committee Minutes for February 17, 2026

Agenda Item: Presentation Regarding Cadiz Project and Proposed MOU
Neal Desai, Senior Pacific Regional Director of the National Park Conservation Association provided a presentation outlining concerns related to the proposed Cadiz project and the potential Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) involving Newberry Springs. The presentation referenced publicly available information, including financial data from Cadiz Inc., excerpts from media reporting, provisions of Senate Bill 307 (2019) and Water Code §1815, correspondence from the California State Lands Commission, statements attributed to the Mojave Water Agency, and prior federal and state regulatory actions.
Key issues raised during the presentation included:
· Whether proposed groundwater extraction levels would exceed estimated natural recharge rates and result in unsustainable groundwater conditions;
· The applicability of SB 307 and whether State Lands Commission authorization would be required;
· The status of federal right-of-way approvals and other necessary permits;
· The project’s financial history and funding eligibility, including Proposition 1 Water Storage funding;
· Potential regulatory, environmental, and legal risks associated with the project;
· Whether entering into an MOU could impact Newberry Springs’ eligibility for grant funding; and
· Whether the MOU would ultimately result in water delivery to the community.
The presentation asserted that the project faces significant regulatory and financial challenges. Committee members acknowledged that certain issues discussed — including aquifer recharge estimates, legal jurisdiction, and long-term feasibility — involve technical and legal interpretations that may be subject to differing expert opinions.
Following the presentation, the Committee discussed the community’s ongoing need for reliable water resources. The Committee unanimously agreed that Newberry Springs requires additional and dependable water supplies. Members further agreed that, should the Cadiz project ultimately secure all necessary permits and proceed to operation, the community would want the opportunity to receive water from the project.
The Committee also expressed interest in receiving assistance from Cadiz representatives in identifying and pursuing grant funding opportunities that could support local water infrastructure improvements.
It was agreed that no formal action on the proposed MOU would be taken at this time. The draft MOU will be forwarded to the Community Services District (CSD) attorney for review and legal analysis to determine whether the District may proceed and under what terms or conditions.
No final action was taken pending legal review. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 17 at 6 p.m. at the CSD.
Committee Member Comment from Rose Beardshear:
I respectfully request that the following statement be included in the official minutes of this meeting.
The posted agenda for the February 17, 2026 Cadiz Water Committee meeting of the Newberry Community Services District did not include any item indicating that a formal presentation would be given by Neal Desai of the National Park Conservation Association regarding opposition to the Cadiz Project.
The only substantive agenda item listed under “Agenda Items” was:
“Review Draft MOU prepared by Cadiz Inc. Discussion/Possible Action.”
A structured presentation by an outside organization constitutes a distinct agenda item and was not reasonably described in the posted agenda. No formal urgency finding pursuant to Government Code §54954.2 was made prior to the presentation.
As a member of this Brown Act–governed committee, I believe discussion of a non-agendized presentation raises concerns regarding compliance with the Brown Act’s open meeting and notice requirements. For transparency and protection of the District, I believe it is important that this concern be formally reflected in the minutes.
This statement is submitted to ensure the record accurately reflects the procedural issue observed at this meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Rose Beardshear
Cadiz Water Committee Member

